March 10, 2022

The Honorable Chuck Schumer The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Leader Speaker

US Senate US House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Leader Leader

US Senate US House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Leader Schumer, Leader McConnell, Speaker Pelosi and Leader McCarthy:

We write to urge passage of the Hospital Inpatient Services Modernization Act, bipartisan legislation
introduced by Senators Carper and Scott and Representatives Blumenauer and Wenstrup, that would
extend the current acute hospital care at home waiver flexibilities for two years from the end of the
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (PHE). This legislation will maintain access to these services and
provide necessary stability and predictability for patients, caregivers, and physicians.

Today, over 200 hospitals in 34 states are approved for the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
(CMS) Acute Hospital Care at Home (AHCAH) waiver program. The program is a critically important tool
that has allowed hospitals and health systems to provide safe, high quality care in the comfort of the
patient’s home. Acute hospital care at home waiver programs are providing high quality care to Medicare
patients in their homes. Studies of hospital at home programs regularly show significant reductions in 30-
day readmissions, post-discharge emergency department visits and skilled nursing facility utilization.
Patients also gain more mobility and improved sleep, and patient satisfaction is also consistently higher
for patients receiving acute care in their homes.

However, the CMS waiver flexibilities that enable this model of patient-centered care delivery are tied to
the duration of the COVID-19 PHE. Therefore, to ensure continuity of care, patients and their health care
providers need greater certainty and predictability for this important care delivery option. The Hospital
Inpatient Services Modernization Act provides necessary stability by extending the existing waiver
program for two years following the termination of the PHE. It will also require that CMS issue regulations
establishing health and safety requirements for AHCAH Programs within a year of enactment.

We strongly support immediate passage of this bill that will both sustain the existing momentum and
investment in the program, as well as allow for additional experience and data collection that can inform
the potential of a more permanent program for these services in the Medicare and Medicaid programs.
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